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(2)LEARNING OUTCOMES

Learning outcomes
The course learning outcomes, specific knowledge, skills and competences of an appropriate level, which the 
students will acquire with the successful completion of the course are described.
Consult Appendix A 
 Description of the level of learning outcomes for each qualifications cycle, according to the Qualifications 

Framework of the European Higher Education Area
 Descriptors for Levels 6, 7 & 8 of the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning and Appendix B
 Guidelines for writing Learning Outcomes 

Students will be able to:
Knowledge:

 Understand the complexity of addictions as sociocultural and historically shaped phenomena, constructed 
across time and space

 Be familiar with the various theoretical approaches in the sociological study of addiction
 Recognize that dominant discourses on addiction are not neutral but reflect broader—and often 

contradictory—views on the body, health, normality, and deviance
 Identify how addictions intersect with social class, race, gender, and inequality
 Interpret the meaning and significance of substance use within different social contexts and populations 

Skills:

 Be able to reformulate complex arguments within the field of the Sociology of Addictions
 Develop critical thinking regarding dominant medical and criminal discourses on addiction
 Deepen their understanding of alternative approaches to the political and social management of 

https://elearn.uoc.gr/course/view.php?id=6260


addictions, with an emphasis on non-stigmatizing and non-punitive strategies
 Connect theoretical tools with applied, real-world examples

General Competences 
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the 
Diploma Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim?
Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and
information, with the use of the necessary 
technology 
Adapting to new situations 
Decision-making 
Working independently 
Team work
Working in an international environment 
Working in an interdisciplinary environment 
Production of new research ideas 

Project planning and management 
Respect for difference and multiculturalism 
Respect for the natural environment 
Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and 
sensitivity to gender issues 
Criticism and self-criticism 
Production of free, creative and inductive thinking
……
Others…
…….

 Promotion of free, creative, and inductive thinking in relation to the course content
 Independent work
 Teamwork
 Generation of new research ideas
 Practice of critical and self-critical reflection
 Respect for diversity
 Pursuit of social responsibility and empathy on issues of class, gender, and race

(3)SYLLABUS

This seminar addresses contemporary and selected issues related to the phenomenon of addiction, which has re-
emerged prominently in public discourse and social research. With an applied focus and a critical orientation, the
seminar aims to deepen students’ understanding of concepts introduced in the course ‘Sociology of Addictions’.
Using  theoretical tools and empirical examples, students will  critically examine dominant medical and criminal
discourses  surrounding  addiction,  the  associated  policies  and interventions,  and the ways  in  which  addictions
intersect with issues of race, gender, class, and social inequality. The course also highlights the economic, social,
political,  and  cultural  dimensions  of  addiction,  and  how  these  shape  both  substance  use  patterns  and  tour
perceptions of addiction, people who use substances, and ultimately, the trajectories and lived experiences of use.
Particular emphasis is placed on issues related to the use and misuse of both illicit psychoactive substances and
legal substances such as alcohol and prescription drugs. A central premise of the course is the understanding of
addiction not as a disease or an individual choice, but as a complex social phenomenon, historically and spatially
shaped within specific structures of power and inequality.

Indicative Issues to be explored in the seminar:



 Why have addiction and substance use emerged as major medical and social problems in contemporary
societies?

 How do dominant discourses on addiction reflect broader—and often contradictory—understandings of
the body, health, normality, and deviance?

 How  is  substance  use  represented  and  given  meaning  across  different  socio-cultural  contexts  and
population groups?

 In what ways do class, racial, and gender differences lead to unequal experiences and consequences under
prohibitionist drug policies?

 Why are certain forms of substance use more stigmatized than others?
 What alternative approaches have been proposed for preventing and addressing harmful use that avoid

stigmatization and exclusion?
 How do people who use drugs organize and advocate for their rights?

The 13 seminar sessions are organized into two main units:

Unit A: Thematic axes

In the first unit, each session is structured around a contemporary topic, explored through participatory activities 
and guest speakers.
The following broader themes will be examined:

1. Conceptual and theoretical approaches in the sociology of addictions
2. Criminalization–medicalization policies and alternative regulatory frameworks
3. Social inequalities and addiction
4. Gender, identity, and addiction
5. Recreational use and youth cultures
6. Self-organization of people who use drugs
7. Contemporary challenges in the field of addictions

Unit B: Student assignments

The second unit focuses on the students' assignments. Two types of assignments will be required:
 Short assignment  : This will involve the participatory design and implementation of a semi-structured 

interview, followed by collaborative data analysis.
 Major assignment  : This will involve the in-depth exploration of a thematic issue through a written paper, 

the findings of which will be presented and discussed in class.

(4)TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION

DELIVERY
Face-to-face, Distance learning, etc.

Face-to-face

USE OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS

TECHNOLOGY 
Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory

education, communication with
students

 Use of video projector and presentation of slides and videos 
during lectures

 Use of technological tools (videos, polls, Jamboard, etc.) for 
participatory exercises

 Support of the learning process through the Moodle (eLearn) 
online platform

TEACHING METHODS
The manner and methods of teaching
are described in detail.
Lectures,  seminars,  laboratory
practice,  fieldwork,  study  and
analysis  of  bibliography,  tutorials,
placements,  clinical  practice,  art
workshop,  interactive  teaching,
educational  visits,  project,  essay

Activity Semester workload
Seminar lectures 39
Essay writing 32
Literature review and 
analysis

58

Course total 150



writing, artistic creativity, etc.

The  student's  study  hours  for  each
learning activity are given as well as
the  hours  of  non-directed  study
according  to  the  principles  of  the
ECTS

STUDENT PERFORMANCE
EVALUATION

Description  of  the  evaluation
procedure

Language of  evaluation,  methods  of
evaluation, summative or conclusive,
multiple choice questionnaires, short-
answer  questions,  open-ended
questions,  problem  solving,  written
work, essay/report, oral examination,
public presentation,  laboratory work,
clinical  examination  of  patient,  art
interpretation, other

Specifically-defined  evaluation
criteria  are  given,  and  if  and where
they are accessible to students.

The final grade of the students is based on:
1. Participation in weekly seminar sessions. Attendance is 

mandatory for all weekly meetings, and active participation is 
evaluated.

2. Evaluation of submitted assignments. Each student is required 
to complete and submit:

 Weekly exercises
 A final written paper
 An in-class presentation of their final paper
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