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The aim of the course is to familiarise the students with the concept and approach of intersectionality and to focus
on the theoretical and methodological challenges it poses for sociological analysis.

Upon completion of the course the students will be able to:

e Situate the intersectional approach in its historical and genealogical context, starting from the positions
expressed in black feminist thought.

¢ Understand the concept of intersecting social identities and systems of discrimination/oppression in the
production of social inequality and the importance of this perspective for sociological analysis.

¢ Understand the meaning and the epistemological-methodological implications of the term “standpoint of the
oppressed".

¢ Understand intersectionality as a theory and method for analysing social stratification.

¢ Understand the critiques involved in the intersectionality debate and to formulate research questions.

General Competences

Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma Supplement and appear
below), at which of the following does the course aim?

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and Project planning and management




information, with the use of the necessary technology Respect for difference and multiculturalism

Adapting to new situations Respect for the natural environment

Decision-making Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and sensitivity to gender
Working independently issues

Team work Criticism and self-criticism

Working in an international environment Production of free, creative and inductive thinking

Working in an interdisciplinary environment ...

Production of new research ideas Others...

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary technology
Adapting to new situations

Decision-making

Working independently

Team work

Production of new research ideas

Respect for difference and multiculturalism

Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues

Criticism and self-criticism

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking

(3) SYLLABUS

Intersectional approaches to sociological analysis examine the intersections of different social classifications, such
as gender, race, class, nation, etc. in the processes of production of social inequality and oppression. Although the
study of social inequalities as a complex field of exclusion and privilege is a basic subject of Sociology, the
perspective of intersectionality has only relatively recently been adopted as a result of the widespread influence of
feminist theory and practice on sociological research in the last decades of the 20th century century.

The course develops in three sections. In the first, we will look at the beginnings of the intersectional approach
within black feminist thought of second wave of feminism, through the study of the starting positions of the
Combahee River Collective and theorists such as Kimberle Crenshaw and Patricia Hill Collins. We will focus on the
triptych gender-race-class through the theory of the "matrix of domination” and on the adoption of a “standpoint
epistemology" in the study of social inequalities.

In the second section, we will examine new social phenomena and identities produced in the complex and unstable
processes of globalization and late capitalism, a period characterized by mobility, heterogeneity and social
insecurity. In particular, we will explore new social classifications and identities related to citizenship, sexuality,
cultural differences, disability. We will refer to the methodological challenges and criticism that has been addressed
to intersectional approaches of these contemporary social phenomena, and we will focus on the way in which the
intersectional view is used as a theory of social stratification.

Finally, the third section is devoted to research and studies from the Greek bibliography. In particular, we will focus
on research addressing issues of integration, exclusion and citizenship linked to the recent immigration experience,
racism and discrimination, as well as the construction and management of national identity as a fundamental
condition of belonging.
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EVALUATION | Final written essay 75%

Description of the evaluation procedure
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Specifically-defined evaluation criteria are
given, and if and where they are accessible to
students.
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