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Description: The course aims at the methodological reflection on techniques of data collection and analysis in qualitative social research. The basic stages of research design in qualitative research will be demonstrated. Emphasis will be placed on the methodology of “Grounded Theory" as well as on specific challenges, possibilities and difficulties posed by data analysis, which are produced through the interviews or focus group. Grounded Theory approach will be contrasted with other analytical approaches. The different ways of qualitative analysis will be presented and attempts will be made to connect these approaches with their epistemological and theoretical prerequisites in order to highlight the possibilities and limits of each approach. The students will be invited to design a research project in a selected topic, to produce data and to analyze them.

Learning outcomes
Students are expected after the successful end of the semester to be able: 

- To design a qualitative research project, to formulate goals and research questions.

- To define and to formulate different types of research questions.

- To construct an interview guide and to conduct an interview.

- To describe the main features of focus group technique and to conduct focus group in order to generate qualitative data.

- To apply thematic analysis in its stages and procedures.

- To name and apply the basic principles and procedures of narrative analysis.

Students Performance Evaluation 
Evaluation procedure:

• Active participation in the course

• Essay/report 

•  Public presentation

Cource calenDar 
1st Week: 

(a) Introduction to the topics of the course and the ways of working.

(b) Introductory presentation.

2nd Week: 

(a) Presentation: The features of qualitative research - Research design based on the principles of the qualitative approach.

(b) Preparation the working plan. 
3rd Week: 
(a) Theoretical preparation of the qualitative study: Presentation and discussing the 1st text. (b) Formulating the research question. 
4th Week:

(a) Theoretical preparation of the qualitative study: Presentation and discussing the 2nd text. (b) Reformulating the research question. 

5th Week: 

Methods of data collection in qualitative research: (a) The focus group technique. 

Guidelines for Conducting a Focus Group. Exercise. 
6th Week: 

(a) Conducting a Focus Group – Feedback and remarks
(b) Theoretical deepening: Presentation and discussing the 3rd text. 
7th Week: 

Methods of data collection in qualitative research: (a) The Interview. 

Guidelines for Conducting an Interview. 

8th Week: 

Exercise: Conducting an Interview – Feedback and remarks.

9th Week: 

Qualitative data analysis: (a) Thematic analysis. (b) Exercises on thematic analysis. 
10th Week: 

(a) Theoretical deepening: Presentation and discussing the 4th text. 

(b) Exercises on thematic analysis.
11th Week:

Qualitative data analysis: (a) Narrative analysis. (b) Exercises on narrative analysis. 

12th Week:

Presentation of research outcomes. 
13th Week:

Presentation of research outcomes. Evaluation of the course. 
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