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 Outline 
The seminar focused on the complex relationship between culture and society. It investigates the role of culture in reproducing and empowering, or challenging, existing structures of power and inequality, as well as forms of discrimination and oppression in terms of class, gender, race and nation. Combining theoretical perspectives with empirical research it allows students an opportunity to study interlinked phenomena, such as social exclusion, poverty, racism, xenophobia and oppression through cultural analysis and to understand everyday social life as a combination of both stable patterns of interaction and sources of social change.
Drawing upon cultural sociology perspective and the approaches of seminal scholars of culture, such as Elias, Foucault, Bourdieu, Freud, Hall, Williams, Barthes, Jameson, Appadurai and Damianakos, social phenomena are studied through a multidimensional analysis. At the micro level, attention turns toward understanding traits, attitudes, stereotypes, value systems and meanings of social groups and communities and their role in the construction of inequalities, hierarchies, discriminations and contested identities in everyday life. At the macro level, the seminar traces wider social procedures, such as ideologies, collective representations, cultural institutions, art worlds, religions and class-specific cultural practices revealing the ways by which they create symbolic boundaries, boost or obfuscate inequality and naturalize power relationships.
Aim
The aim is to provide students with theoretical, interpretative and communicative skills that allow them to understand methodological strategies used by cultural sociologists and anthropologists and to apply them on selected examples of inequality study. Thus, the seminar offers the possibility of discussing and researching on some exemplary fields studies concerning issues such as gender and racial discrimination in modern Greece; performance, culture, community; consumer society, subculture and counter-culture; street activism, visual protest and political graffiti in times of crisis; fandom identities and contestations within sport worlds; youth culture, music and identities; culture, meaning and style in social movements.
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