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Objectives of the course (expressed in terms of learning outcomes and competences): 
This seminar will focus on the study of the main transformations that societies have undergone during the recent past. It will begin with a brief introduction of the main interpretations provided by classical sociologists to the rise of modern industrial society. Subsequently it will focus on the social transformations experienced by contemporary societies, both at a global and local level , and in respect to their different dimensions: political, economic, social and cultural. The above will be studied in the context of the different sociological approaches that have tried to make sense of social change and the different terms that have emerged to describe modern society. In particular it will study the work of contemporary sociologists, including Baumann, Giddens, Castells, Sennet, Wallerstein and others. Lastly we will look at how wider social transformations have impacted on various aspects of everyday social life, such as work, family etc.

Recommended reading: 
Appadurai, A. (1996) Modernity at Large, Minneapolis, London, University of Minesota Press.
Baumann, Z. (1997) Postmodernity and its Discontents, Cambridge, UK, Polity Press. 
Baumann, Z. (2004) Europe: an unfinished adventure, Cambridge-UK/Malden-USA, Polity Press. 
Castells, M. (2001) The Internet Galaxy: Reflections on the Internet, Business, and Society, Oxford University Press, USA.
Castells, M. (1996-2010) The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture. Vol. 1The Rise of the Nework Society, Vol. 2, The Power of Identity 1997, vol. 3, End of Millenium 1998, Malden, Mass., Blackwell. 
Cavanagh, A. (2007) Sociology in the Age of the Internet (Sociology and Social Change), Open University Press. 
Giddens, A. (1990) [2004] The Consequences of Modernity, Cambridge, Oxford, Polity. 
Hall, S., Held, D. & Mcgrew, T. (επιμ.) (1992) Modernity and its Futures. Cambridge, Polity Press.
Hatziprokopiou, P. A. (2006) Globalisation, Migration and Socio-Economic Change, Amsterdam, International Migration, Integration and Social Cohesion, Amsterdam University Press. 
Heaphy, Brian (2007), Late Modernity and Social Change: Reconstructing social and personal life, London and New York: Routledge.
Held, D. (2004) A Globalizing World?: Culture, Economics, Politics, London, N.Y., Routledge. 
Held, D. & Mcgrew, A. (επιμ.) (2003) The Globalization Transformation Reader. An Introduction to the Globalization Debate. Cambridge, Malden, Polity.
Sassen, S. (2007) A Sociology of Globalization, New York,W.W. Norton.
Sennett, R. (2007) The Culture of the New Capitalism, New Haven & London, Yale University Press. 

