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Περίληψη παρουσίασης 
 
Reproductive rights constitute a highly contested and politicised topic in Poland, stirring vivid 
debates since the early 1990s, when the post-socialist transformation started.  Ever since, we 
have witnessed fierce discussions on policies regulating access to abortion, contraceptives and 
sexual education. In the last decade or so, the spectrum of contestation has widened with the 
inclusion of an additional topic, in vitro fertilisation (IVF). 
 
My talk consists of three related parts. Firstly, I will focus on explaining the socio-cultural 
context which has shaped the debates and, consequently, the legal regulations for reproductive 
rights (i.e. abortion and IVF). Secondly, I will present the existing policies and regulations 
regarding both issues, also providing justifications. Thirdly, I will show how the existing laws 
translate into practice and how they affect the lives of individuals. Finally, I will conclude by 
linking the issue of debates on reproductive rights in Poland with the broader concept of 
intimate citizenship. 
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